dual degree program agreement 

between 

[Name of school], 

the university of texas at dallas, u.s.a. 

and      

[Name of foreign Institution]
[UnderGraduate degree]

This Agreement is made between School of _______________ at The University of Texas at Dallas ("UT Dallas [School]"), a component institution of the University of Texas System located in Richardson, Texas, USA, and [Full legal name of Foreign University (“Foreign University”)] located at [Address].


RECITALS

A.
Cordial relations exist between UT Dallas [School] and [Foreign Institution];

B.
UT Dallas and [Foreign Institution] desire to establish certain programs beneficial to the respective educational institutions and to promote the development of studies, research and training activities, and other educational programs of mutual interest; and

C.
UT Dallas and [Foreign Institution] believe that international understanding and educational opportunities of their students and faculty would be enhanced by international academic and scientific cooperation.


TERMS

In contemplation of the relationship to be established and for valuable consideration, the parties agree as follows:

1.0
Purpose of the Dual Degree Program Agreement and Definitions.


1.1
The primary objective of this Dual Degree Program Agreement is to establish an academic structure to apply shared coursework to two degrees from two universities. The dual degree program agreement requires 1) the satisfaction of admission and graduation requirements at both institutions and 2) the transfer of credits from a home institution’s existing degree program to a host institution’s existing degree program. The agreement must include a clear equivalency of courses between institutions, including course numbering system and grading system. Institutions may be required to include a sequence of courses from one institution to another. Based on this academic structure each institution will grant a separate academic award bearing only its name, seal, and signature. 


1.2
“Agreement” refers to this Agreement that is executed between the parties.


1.3
"Home Institution" is a party to this Agreement that sends its students to the other party (institution) to pursue a degree program. 


1.4  
"Host Institution" is a party to this Agreement that accepts the student(s) from the other party (institution) to pursue a degree program. 
2.0
Term and Renewal.    This Agreement shall take effect on the date of its signing by representatives of both parties and shall continue in effect for an initial period of five (5) years unless terminated earlier by either institution. Such termination by one institution shall be effected by giving the other institution at least six (6) months advance written notice of its intention to terminate. If such notice is given, this Agreement shall terminate: (a) at the end of such six (6) months; or (b) when all students enrolled in a course of study pursuant to a Program Agreement at the time such notice is given have completed their respective courses of study, whichever event occurs last.
3.0
Admission and Graduation:  Foreign University shall select prospective students based on their academic excellence, facility of English, suitability of the program for the student, and serious intent of studying at UT Dallas [School] among those satisfying a minimum requirement on GPA, TOEFL, and other admission requirements set by UT Dallas, and provide UT Dallas [School] with a list of recommended students for admission to UT Dallas at least 3 months before the UT Dallas application and document deadlines for fall and spring semesters: February 1 for fall term; June 1 for spring term. UT Dallas will admit those students as international transfer students when their credentials meet the UT Dallas’s admission requirements.  UT Dallas reserves the right on final admission decision.  In case of rejection, however, UT Dallas [School] shall confer the matter with [Foreign Institution]. Students will be subject to admission and graduation requirements according to the UT Dallas Catalog of Undergraduate Studies. 
3.1 Upon successful satisfaction of [Foreign Institution] and UT Dallas graduation requirements, [Foreign Institution] students will receive two degrees: a Bachelor in [degree] from [Foreign Institution] and a Bachelor in [degree] from UT Dallas. 

UT Dallas graduation requirements include: 

i. At least 51 semester credit hours of upper-division (3000/4000 level) coursework, to include a minimum of 12 semester credit hours of advanced courses in the major subject. 

ii. At least 45 semester credit hours must be taken at The University of Texas at Dallas.

iii. At least 24 of the last 30 semester credit hours needed for a baccalaureate degree must be taken at The University of Texas at Dallas.

iv. 50 percent of the total major semester credit hours must be taken at UT Dallas.
For a detailed list of UT Dallas graduation requirements, parties must consult the UT Dallas Catalog of Undergraduate Studies.

4.0 
Curriculum and Credits:  UT Dallas will evaluate the student’s record to determine which credits earned at [Foreign Institution] will transfer to UT Dallas [School]. The list of equivalent courses offered by [Foreign University] is to be detailed and maintained periodically. The transfer of credits will be subject to the current UT Dallas Catalog of Undergraduate Studies. [Foreign Institution] students will request UT Dallas Office of Records to send academic transcripts to [Foreign Institution], which will award credits according to [Foreign Institution’s] policy. The list of equivalent courses offered by Foreign Institution and UT Dallas [School] is to be detailed and maintained periodically – see 4.1.4.

4.0.1 [Foreign Institution] students are expected to transfer in major courses and electives, but because the State of Texas has specific requirements for government and history core courses that will necessitate the students completing those requirements at UT Dallas, it is expected that [Foreign Institution] students will complete the majority of the core curriculum at UT Dallas.

4.0.2 Dual Undergraduate Program: 
[Foreign Institution] students will complete the first and the second years of their bachelor program at [Foreign Institution] with a minimum of [number of earned semester credits], and proceed to continue the third and the fourth years of their study at UT Dallas [School] to fulfill bachelor’s degree requirements for UT Dallas [School] and [Foreign Institution].

4.0.3 [Optional - use this section for notes that may clarify the academic structure of the foreign institution’s degree program, e.g. UT Dallas students are required to take basic courses before entering into major courses as a “junior,” noted at the 3-thousand level.  Because [Foreign Institution] students do not have the same requirements for lower level university core curriculum and therefore go directly into the major, [Foreign Institution] students take major courses as “freshman and sophomore,” noted at the 2-thousand level.  This note is intended to clarify undergraduate course codes listed in Appendix A, Table 1].
4.1 Matching curricula
4.1.1. Semesters, sessions, and terms.

UT Dallas’s academic year consists of consecutive fall, spring, and summer semesters. Long semesters (fall and spring) are sixteen-weeks long. In addition, two eight-week sessions are offered during the long semester. The summer semester is twelve-weeks long. In addition, an eight-week and two six-week sessions are offered during the summer semester. The same academic credit is given for a course whether it is taken in the long semester sessions or the summer semester sessions.

[Foreign Institution’s] academic year consists of [definition of academic year, weeks per semester, etc.]
4.1.2. Course numbering system and academic credit.  

UT Dallas course numbers are four digits. The first digit indicates the level of the course: 0 or D = remedial/non-credit, 1 = freshman, 2 = sophomore, 3 = junior, 4 = senior. The second digit indicates the number of semester credit hours granted for the course.

[Foreign Institution] course numbers are [describe course numbering system, e.g. four digits, where the first digit indicates the level of the course: 2= freshman and sophomore, 4=junior and senior].
4.1.3. Grading system. 

	UT Dallas 
	[Foreign Institution]

	Symbol
	Hour
	Symbol
	Hour

	A+ **
	4.00
	
	

	A
	4.00
	
	

	A-
	3.67
	
	

	B+
	3.33
	
	

	B
	3.00
	
	

	B-
	2.67
	
	

	C+
	2.33
	
	

	C
	2.00
	
	

	C-
	1.67
	
	

	D+ *
	1.33
	
	

	D  *
	1.00
	
	

	D- *
	0.67
	
	

	F
	0.00
	
	

	NF
	0.00 ***
	
	

	I/X
	Incomplete
	
	

	CR *
	Credit
	 
	 

	NC
	No Credit
	 
	 


UT Dallas Notes:

*Not used in Graduate School, but considered passing for Undergraduates. 

**A grade of A+ denotes special recognition given the student by the instructor. 

***A grade of NF denotes failure due to non-attendance. 

4.1.4. Equivalency of courses: Incoming students will be subject to the degree curriculum in force for the semester of their admission (see http://www.utdallas.edu/student/catalog/), which includes the courses and established equivalency. A list of mutually agreed comparable courses will be maintained and periodically updated by designated sponsors of this program (attached as appendix A).

4.1.5. Online – only distance learning: Students may use a maximum of 9 semester credit hours of online-only distance learning [major] courses toward their degree. [Foreign Institution] students will be able to take a maximum of 3 semester credit hours on online-only distance per long semester (Fall or Spring) at UT Dallas. [Foreign Institution] students with J1 visas will not be able to take online-only distance courses. 
5.0 
Accreditation: UT Dallas is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award doctoral, master’s, and baccalaureate degrees. [Foreign Institution] is not accredited by the SACS Commission on Colleges and the accreditation of UT Dallas does not extend to or include [Foreign Institution] or its students. Further, although UT Dallas agrees to accept certain course work from [Foreign Institution] to be applied toward an award from UT Dallas, that course work may not be accepted by other colleges or universities in transfer, even if it appears on a transcript from UT Dallas. The decision to accept course work in transfer from any institution is made by the institution considering the acceptance of credits or course work. 

6.0
Intellectual Property and Research Protocol.


6.1
All publications resulting from the collaboration between the two institutions under Agreements must give recognition to the Agreements therein.  Likewise, the Agreements must also be mentioned in all courses and formal presentations that result from collaboration under the terms hereof. 


6.2
Parties agree to the exchange of publications, such as books, academic journals, and other official publications, and research information generated by either of the parties in connection with this Agreement.


6.3
Should any faculty collaboration result in any potential for intellectual property, the parties shall immediately meet through designated representatives and seek an equitable and fair understanding as to ownership and other property interests that may arise.  Any such discussions shall at all times strive to preserve a harmonious and continuing relationship between the parties. If one party is unresponsive after 90 (ninety) days, the other party is entitled to register them under its own name. The publication or free exchange of scientific results will neither give rise to any preliminary permission nor any financial compensation, except if non-disclosure statement is attached to the program.
7.0
Student Expenses.   All travel, living, and miscellaneous expenses incurred in attending Host Institution, including tuition, fees, health insurance, meals, transportation, and lodging, shall be the responsibility of the student. 

8.0
Insurance.   Health, medical evacuation and repatriation insurances are mandatory. Students must consult with the host institution’s international student’s services office in advance for requirement satisfaction and adequate coverage at the host institution.

9.0
Academic and Disciplinary Rules.


9.1
The parties agree that students will enjoy the same rights and privileges enjoyed by other students and faculty of the Host Institution.


9.2
The parties agree that each institution’s policies and rules covering matters of academic responsibility and standards of conduct will be applicable to students while attending the Host Institution.  


9.3
If Host Institution determines after investigation that a student violated such a policy or rule while attending Host Institution, Host Institution may terminate the student member’s participation in the program.


9.4
If Home Institution determines that a student violated its policies or rules while attending Host Institution, Host Institution shall cooperate and provide Home Institution with information relating to the student’s conduct while attending the Host Institution.

10.0
Orientation


10.1
Home and host institutions must provide pertinent pre-arrival information to students including information regarding travel and entry, costs likely to be incurred, and any other information which will assist students to prepare for their stay at the host institution. Upon the arrival of Home students, Host Institution shall arrange and conduct a comprehensive on-site orientation program.  This program shall include but is not limited to information concerning the Host Institution’s policies on academic responsibilities and standards of conduct, immigration rules that the students are required to follow while at the Host Institution, and any known, abnormally dangerous conditions on the premises or in the city or country. 

10.2
Host Institution shall exercise reasonable efforts to assist Home Institution students in securing appropriate visas.

 
10.3
Host Institution will provide resources such as the office of university housing and/or the office of intercultural programs to students. Home institution students will obtain guidance and access to host institution housing directly from these resources. 
11.0
Designated Sponsor.  Each party designates the following officials to serve as its primary contact and liaison to arrange the initial resources needed to facilitate the partnership; review, evaluate, report program activities, and address any concerns or disputes that may arise relating to the terms and conditions of the Agreement.


11.1 
UT Dallas [School]: [Title, office, address, email, and phone number]

11.2
[Foreign Institution]: [Title, office, address, email, and phone number]

12.0
Non-Discrimination.    The parties agree to comply with all national, state, and local rules, regulations, executive orders, laws, and policies forbidding unlawful discrimination to which Institution is subject.

13.0
Relationship of the Parties.   The Agreement shall not be construed to create a relationship of partners, brokers, employees, servants or agents as between the parties.  The parties to the Agreement are acting as independent contractors.  

14.0
Use of Institutions' Name; Advertising and Publicity. Neither party shall use the other institution's name, or any name that is likely to suggest that it is related to the other institution, in any advertising, promotion or sales literature without first obtaining the written consent of the other institution.

15.0
Governing Law; Forum. All activities conducted under the Agreement must be conducted in accordance with the laws, rules, and regulations applicable to each institution.  In the case of UT Dallas [School], these are the rules and guidelines of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges as well as the laws and regulations of the State of Texas and the United States of America. In the case of [Foreign Institution], these are the laws, rules, and regulations of ___________________.
16.0
Waiver.    A waiver of any breach of any provision of the Agreement shall not be construed as a continuing waiver of said breach or a waiver of any other breaches of the same or other provisions of the Agreement.

17.0
Termination.    


17.1
If either party breaches the terms and conditions of the Agreement and the parties have complied with paragraph 20 of this Agreement, the other party has the right to terminate the Agreements immediately upon written notice to the other. 


17.2
Either party has the right, upon proper notice, to terminate its obligations under the Agreements for reasons of force majeure.  “Force majeure” are circumstances beyond the control of an institution that effectively prevent the institution from performing its obligations under the Agreement.

18.0
Amendment of Agreement.    No amendment to the Agreement shall be effective unless reduced to writing and executed by the authorized representatives of UT Dallas [School] and [Foreign Institution].

19.0
Right of Inspection.    Parties agree that each institution shall permit the other institution to inspect facilities and services utilized in connection with any activity conducted under the Agreement. 

20.0
Resolution of Disputes.    The Agreement is based on the common trust and good faith of the parties.  In case of disputes, the parties, through the liaisons designated in paragraph 11 of this Agreement, shall make a good faith effort to obtain an amicable resolution.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the authorized representa​tive(s) of both parties have executed two copies of this Agreement on this        day of              , 20        .

   THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS

[FULL LEGAL NAME OF FOREIGN INSTITUTION]
by ______________________



by  ______________________
    (Signature)

 


   
      (Signature) 

     ______________________


   
      ______________________
    (Printed Name)



    
     (Printed Name)

     ______________________


   
      ______________________
    (Title)




   
     (Title)

by ______________________ 



by  _____________________
    (Signature)




   
      (Signature) 

    Richard C. Benson



       
President (Printed Name)
    President
Date: __________________________________

Date: __________________________________

Appendix A

Table I


[Foreign Institution] – UT Dallas undergraduate course equivalencies

	[Foreign Institution] Course Code
	[Foreign Institution] Course Title
	UT Dallas Course Number
	UT Dallas course Title

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


All Dual Degree Program Agreement proposals are subject to the review and approval of the International Partnership Development Committee (IPDC), followed by Academic Governance’s review, including Provost’s Office. For more information, consult: IPD Protocol. 
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